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Promoting architectural excellence

President’s Message
Ada Y S Fung, President, Hong Kong Institute of Architects

With an aim of promoting archi tectural 
excellence and building a better Hong Kong, we 
recognize outstanding achievements by local 
architects by awarding the HKIA Annual Awards 
every year. This 47-year-old award has witnessed 
the development of Hong Kong's architecture, 
as well as growth and professionalism of 
architectural services rendered by practitioners in 
our metropolitan city.

This year, we have enthusiastic response 
with 82 high quality submissions.  We can see 
our architects' creativity in coming up with 
innovative designs to the betterment of our living 
environment, not only in Hong Kong but also 
in the region, some of which are exemplary in 
nature.  After rigorous assessment, the jurors 
finally selected 11 awarded entries plus another 

15 short-listed entries, including some works by 
young architects. We appreciate the excellent 
team work contributed by architects, consultants 
and clients to make this a success.

May I offer my heartfelt gratitude to Mr Kris 
Yao, Prof Cees de Bont, Mrs Elizabeth Cheng, 
Prof Wang Weijen, Ms Fanny Ang for serving 
as the jurors. I am also thankful to the Annual 
Awards 2012 Organizing Committee chaired 
by Mr Leslie Lu for their hard work to make this 
event a great success.

On behalf of The Hong Kong Institute of 
Architects, may I congratulate all award-
winners, participants and supporters of the HKIA 
Annual Awards 2012 on your professionalism 
and devotion towards promoting architectural 
excellence with impressive and sustained efforts. 
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Background 
The Hong Kong Inst i tute of Architects Annual 
Awards is handed out in recognition of outstanding 
architecture achievements by members of HKIA.  
The award began in 1965 and is one of the most 
important architectural awards given out in Hong 
Kong in acknowledging distinguish merits and in 
offering the much needed opportunity for public 
admiration and appreciation.

Since 2007, the awards for the Medal of the 
Year are split into two categories: the HKIA Medal 
of the Year of Hong Kong and HKIA Medal of the 
Year Outside Hong Kong.  Both are awarded to the 
architect(s) of the selected Hong Kong and outside 
Hong Kong building(s) that deserve the highest 
honour; architect(s) of other buildings deserving an 
award will receive a HKIA Merit Award of Hong Kong 
and HKIA Merit Award Outside Hong Kong.  Entries 
are divided into the following four categories for 
assessment: Residential Buildings (high-rise & low-
rise), Commercial Buildings, Community Buildings, 
and Industrial/Transport/Utility Buildings.

The President's Prize is awarded to smaller projects 
with lower construction costs.  The limit is lifted from 
$20 million to $50 million in 2012.

Established in 2001, the Special Architectural 
Award aims to acknowledge members who have 
car r ied out Hong Kong works or research o f 
outstanding contribution to a particular architectural 
i s s u e s u c h a s H e r i t a g e & A d a p t i v e R e - u s e , 
Architectural Research, Architectural Interior and 
Urban Design. As Alteration and Addition Works have 
been considerably active in recent years, in 2008, we 
introduce the Alteration and Addition Works under 
the Special Architectural Award category. In 2009, 
the committee encouraged overseas projects to be 

submitted for the Special Architectural Award in an 
effort to lift the regional restrictions for this category.  
In 2011, in order to meet up with the global trend 
of architecture, the Institute has re-organized the 
categories of the Special Architectural Award.

Jury Panel

Lay Juror

Prof. Cees De Bont
Dean, School Of Design
Chair Professor Of Industrial Design
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Overseas Juror

Mr. Kris Yao
Founder
Artech Architects

HKIA Fellow

Mrs Cheng Chan Ching Ying
FHKIA

HKIA Member

Prof Wang Wei Jen
HKIA

Representative From Young Architects

Ms Ang Bing Hun Fanny
HKIA
Young Architects Award 2010 Honorable Mention
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HKIA MEDAL OF THE YEAR OF HONG KONG

Location	 Kiu Tau Road, Wo Hop Shek
Site Area	 36,545 sq. m.
Contract Sum	 HK$ 428.4 Million
Client	 Food and Environmental Hygiene Department,HKSAR Government
Completion Date	 26 July 2012
Development Content	 Columbarium & Garden of Remembrance

Columbarium & Garden of Remembrance 
at Kiu Tau Road, Wo Hop Shek

Architectural Services Department, HKSAR Government
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Design Concept			 
The project provides 35,310 indoor niches, 
8,400 outdoor niches, centralized joss paper 
burners, administrative facilities, Customer 
e-Information Centre for web-worshiping and 
searching of the tombs or niches of ancestors, 
and Gardens of Remembrance for scattering 
of cremated ashes with Chinese and Western 
thematic memorial pillars for about 9,000 
nos. of plaques to be inscribed.

The project consis ts o f a 5-s torey 
120m-long niche block tucked into the 
natural valley; external niches at the stepping 
platforms next to the niche block; and a 
single-storey low block accommodating 
other supporting facilities. 

A meandering path is provided leading 
worshippers from the reflecting pond at the 
entrance which purifies the minds of the 
worshipers, to the niche block, as well as the 

grand steps to the external niches and the 
Gardens of Remembrance. 

Jury Report 
The project has a very strong architectural 
statement – a simple yet clear and outstanding 
tectonic, making use of a straight rectangular 
box sensibly placed in the site.  The shadings 
on both east and west façades give a sensible 
response to the climate as well as an authentic 
architectural language. The garden, where the 
green rooftop of the columbarium building 
is connected to, has also been sensibly 
designed to blend into the natural contour. 
Though carrying simple form and circulation, 
it potentially resolves problems that are being 
created by crowd of visitors and their incise 
burning during Ching Ming Festival in other 
columbaria that we commonly find elsewhere.  
It brings a new image for columbaria.
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Beijiao Culture Centre, Foshan, China
Gravity Partnership Limited

HKIA Medal of the Year outside Hong Kong
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Andrew Lee King Fun & Associates Architects Limited

Yasumoto International Academic Park
and Wu Ho Man Yuen Building

Special Architectural Award – Urban Design
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Design Concept	
The development of Yasumoto International 
Academic Park is an educational facility 
in Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
comprising two towers (10 and 6-storey 
respectively) on a 4 storey podium, housing 
lecture theatres, classrooms and research 
library facilities for approximately 4000 
students. I t also has accommodating 
teaching facilities such as offices, amenities, 
data centre for staff and bookstore and café 
for public. 

The architecture with its proximity to the 
railway station set itself as a landmark at the 
entrance of the campus.

Jury Report 
The introduction of the grand stair between 
new teaching blocks has greatly improved 

Location	 The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
	 Shatin
Site Area	 Approx. 7,644.952 .sq. m.
Contract Sum	 HK$670 Million
Client	 The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Completion	 31 August 2012
Development Content	 Teaching Building

the connection among the new and old 
buildings in the university and given the 
school a clear entrance and direct access 
from the MTR exit. It does not only provide 
a more convenience access, but also create 
a potential gathering space for students 
and teaching staff to make activities and 
interaction possible.




